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regency of Tarabai, who had taken the reins of power in
her hands in the name of her son. The Imperial armies
were getting dispirited on account of the repeated reverses
they met at the hands of Nemaji Sindhia and Dhana Jadav,
who had thrown all their energies into the task of mar-
shalling the forces of their people to overthrow the Mughal
domination.

Nemaji Sindhia, after inflicting a crushing defeat on Rustam
Khan crossed the Narbada river and carried his raids as far as
Malwa. He negotiated terms with Chatrasal of Bundelkhand,
to join forces against the Mughals. Firuz Jang pursued
Nemaji Sindhia who came out to offer battle in the neigh-
bourhood of Sironj where the latter was defeated. It is said
that Firuz Jang forced his way to the elephant on which
Nemaji Sindhia was riding, but the latter leaped down and
took to flight. The Imperial armies took back all the baggage
and effects which Nemaji Sindhia had seized from Rustam
Khan in Berar. Nemaji Sindhia was compelled to take refuge
in the forests of Bundelkhand with Chatrasal. As a recogni-
tion of these services in the Imperial cause, Firuz Jang was
honoured with the title of Sipah-i-Salar (Commander-in-
Chief), and a reward of one crore dam in .cash.1

Firuz Jang, during his campaign against Nemaji Sindhia
in Malwa, did not get much help from the local Mughal
authorities who, terrified by the presence of vast Maratha
forces in their territory, hid themselves in their fortresses
instead of taking the field against them. When the Emperor
was apprised of this state of affairs, he took strict measures
by dismissing Nawazish Khan from the faujdari of Mandu
and transferring him to Khandesh. Thinking minor official
changes to be ineffective, the Emperor appointed Prince
Bidar Bakht as the Governor of the province of Malwa in
place of Abu Nasr Khan, son of Shaista Khan who was trans-
ferred to Bengal, then a comparatively peaceful province.2

Firuz Jang,   continuing  his  pursuit   of Nemaji,  set  out

1 Op. cit.y p. 481.

2 Ma'dtkinfl-Umard, vol. I, p. 293. The Emperor wrote the following strong-
worded letter to Abu Nasr Khan:

In spite of the operations of Firuz Jang, rightly so named, in pursuit of the
Marathas, why were you sitting down in your fortress gazing at the show? If